










Occupations with high earnings and lots of open-
ings. According to BLS data, about 360 of the occupa-
tions expected to provide openings for high school gradu-
ates also had higher-than-average median earnings in 
2004. Chart 2 shows the high-paying occupations that are 
expected to have the most openings. All require technical 
skills or supervisory responsibilities. And all usually re-
quire moderate or long-term on-the-job training, college 
courses, or vocational classes. 

Nearly half of the occupations on the chart relate to 
construction or maintenance and repair. Some of these 
occupations require physical strength, but many, such 
as painters, do not. Completing a formal apprenticeship 
increases your chances of getting a job in these occupa-
tions. Taking algebra classes and vocational classes in 
high school also helps people qualify. Seven of these 
occupations have very high median earnings—above 
$43,600.

Another way to a high-paying career is to work  
toward becoming a supervisor. Many high school gradu-
ates transfer to managerial occupations as they gain expe-

rience. According to some studies, having formal training 
or taking college courses can increase the chances of 
becoming a supervisor.

Competing with college workers. Some of the  
occupations in these charts are expected to provide jobs 
for workers who have a bachelor’s degree, as well as for 
workers who don’t. When an occupation includes work-
ers who have different levels of education, workers with 
more education are often better able to compete for jobs. 
This is particularly true if the occupations require aca-
demic skills, such as mathematics or science. 

If you do not have a bachelor’s degree, you can 
increase your competitiveness in a number of ways. For 
example, you can gain work or volunteer experience, take 
high school or college courses that relate to an occupa-
tion, or complete a certification.

Additionally, consider contacting your State’s labor 
market information office to learn about work, volunteer, 
education, and training opportunities. You can also find 
out which training programs have high placement rates 
and which occupations are most in demand in your area.

Most high-paying occupations require some  
training after high school.




















